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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



This invention relates to a protective device used in a motor vehicle having a 
front hood, which covers the front of the vehicle, leads up to the front windshield, 
is rotatably coupled via a hinge system to the body of the front of the vehicle on 
both sides of the vehicle. According to the state of the art, the inventive protection 
device consists of a hinge support, which is provided for indirectly coupling the 
hinge system to the vehicle body and which is mounted in a raisable manner on the 
body of the front of the vehicle. The protective device also consists of an energy- 
storing implement, which acts upon the hinge support while being provided in the 
form of a spring storage system, and consists of a sensor-controlled retaining 
device for actively engaging with the hinge support so that, in the normal state, the 
hinge support is held down and, during a collision, can be released by sensor 



1 



actuation in orc^^o execute a limited raising moveme^^The aim of the invention 
is to prevent, in particular, diversions of force when the protective device is raised. 
To this end, the invention device is designed in such a manner that a guide base 
plate, which is linearly guided in both directions inside a housing, is provided in the 
form of a raising plate for the hinge support. The hinge support is eccentrically 
coupled to this guide base plate in a tilting manner by means of a shaft and is 
actively engaged with the spring storage system and with the sensor-actuated 
retaining device. 

As authorized and encouraged under 37 C.F.R. §1.97-1.99, applicant hereby 
cites as a means of complying with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56, the following patents and/or documents, required copies enclosed, which 
the Examiner should consider with respect to the above-identified United States 
Patent Application: 
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28 14 107 
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DE 


28 41 315 


April 10, 1980 


DE 


197 12 961 


October 1 , 1 998 


DE 


101 41 628 


March 28, 2002 


DE 


101 08 880 


September 5, 2002 


DE 


1 238 893 


September 1 1 , 2002 


EP 


1 293 400 


March 19, 2003 


EP 
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In accorcreWce with 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2)(i) only Tne foreign and non-patent 
documents are required for the express purpose of providing the Patent and 
Trademark Office with an ample opportunity to evaluate the same and to arrive at an 
independent assessment of its materiality, if any, with regard to the examination of 
the application. 

An examination of the present application considering the above documents is 
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